
From: ANDERSON Jim M
To: ANDERSON Jim M; Eric Blischke/R10/USEPA/US@EPA; Burt Shephard/R10/USEPA/US@EPA; Chip

Humphrey/R10/USEPA/US@EPA; Dana Davoli/R10/USEPA/US@EPA; GAINER Tom; Gina Grepo-
Grove/R10/USEPA/US@EPA; PETERSON Jenn L; jeremy_buck@fws.gov; Joe Goulet/R10/USEPA/US@EPA; Judy
Smith/R10/USEPA/US@EPA; Kristine Koch/R10/USEPA/US@EPA; MCCLINCY Matt; POULSEN Mike; Rene
Fuentes/R10/USEPA/US@EPA; Robert.Neely@noaa.gov; Sean Sheldrake/R10/USEPA/US@EPA;
tomd@ctsi.nsn.us; rose@yakama.com; erin.madden@gmail.com; jay.field@noaa.gov; Lori
Cora/R10/USEPA/US@EPA; Mark Ader/R10/USEPA/US@EPA; audiehuber@ctuir.com;
Lisa.Bluelake@grandronde.org; sheila@ridolfi.com; Benjamin Shorr; LavelleJM@cdm.com;
Mary.Baker@noaa.gov; Michael.Karnosh@grandronde.org; FARRER David G; dallen@stratusconsulting.com;
jpeers@stratusconsulting.com; Bob Dexter; cunninghame@gorge.net; JMalek@parametrix.com;
nancy.munn@noaa.gov; jweis@hk-law.com; Brad Hermanson; frenchrd@cdm.com; ryan@davissudbury.com;
Stephen_Zylstra@fws.gov; Judy Smith/R10/USEPA/US@EPA; CClaytor@parametrix.com;
Genevieve.Angle@noaa.gov; TARNOW Karen E; Jessica.Winter@noaa.gov

Cc: PUGH Mark
Subject: RE: Draft Source Control Decision for BES Water Lab
Date: 02/16/2010 09:08 AM

Hello, everyone!

This is a 2nd head’s-up notice that DEQ submitted our Source Control Decision (SCD) to EPA today

for their review & comment.  We asked EPA to provide a review by 3/22/10. In my 1st e-mail to you
dated 2/1/10, I said I’d briefly summarize site history & environmental investigations, cleanups, &
conditions.  Here’s that summary.
 
The Water Pollution Control Lab (WPCL) is located on the east bank of the Willamette River near RM
6, essentially under the St Johns Bridge.  The 9-acre site has about 900 linear feet of river frontage &
is located upstream of Cathedral Park & downstream of the Crawford Street Corporation (Lampros
Steel) site.  The WPCL has been used for various industrial purposes over 100 years, with some of
those uses including: flour mill & lumber mill.  The City of Portland Bureau of Environmental Services
purchased the property in 1993, & then began construction of the WPCL in 1996.
 
The main environmental concerns at the WPCL mainly come from: 1) filling the site with mixed fill
(mainly demolish debris, dredge material, & sand blast grit; referred to in the reports as “black
sand”); & 2) PCB-soil contamination associated with an underground electrical line.  The main
contaminants of concern at the site are PCBs, total petroleum hydrocarbons (TPH), & metals.  The
TPH & metals are associated with the fill.  A number of environmental investigations were
conducted at the site in the 1990s to identify possible sources & the nature & extent of
contamination.  A number of cleanup actions were conducted to remove most of the black sand &
PCB-contaminated soil.  Much of the site was covered with clean fill &/or hard structures such as
buildings & parking lots during the construction of the WPCL.  The riverbank was reconfigured &
capped during the WPCL construction.
 
In our SCD, we identified & evaluated potential contaminant transport pathways that could exist
after the 1990s-cleanups & construction of the WPCL.  Those pathways included stormwater,
groundwater, & bank erosion.  On-site stormwater is managed thru a number of on-site swales
designed to retain/remove particulates from stormwater.  Some stormwater that doesn’t infiltrate
thru the swales (e.g., during major storm events) is conveyed to a large on-site settling pond which
is part of the City’s Outfall 50 stormwater basin.  The Outfall 50 stormwater basin is one of the basin
the City is evaluating in the ongoing DEQ/City stormwater RI.  With the site improvements &
stormwater management, the stormwater pathway does not appear to be current or reasonably
likely future significant source contamination threatening the river.  Limited groundwater does not
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appear to be a significant pathway either due to the low levels & hydrophobic nature of residual
contamination.  Groundwater monitoring at the site support this conclusion.  Residual contamination
in the riverbank is controlled by the bank-stabilization work & imported clean fill placed during
WPCL construction.
 
If you’d like to review the SCD we submitted to EPA, please reply or give me a call.
 
Jim Anderson 
Manager, DEQ Portland Harbor Section 
ph: 503.229.6825 
fax: 503.229.6899 
cell: 971.563.1434
 
 

From: ANDERSON Jim M 
Sent: Monday, February 01, 2010 8:26 AM
To: 'Blischke.Eric@epamail.epa.gov'; Shephard.Burt@epamail.epa.gov;
Humphrey.Chip@epamail.epa.gov; Davoli.Dana@epamail.epa.gov; GAINER Tom; Grepo-
Grove.Gina@epamail.epa.gov; PETERSON Jenn L; jeremy_buck@fws.gov; Goulet.Joe@epamail.epa.gov;
Smith.Judy@epamail.epa.gov; Koch.Kristine@epamail.epa.gov; MCCLINCY Matt; POULSEN Mike;
Fuentes.Rene@epamail.epa.gov; Robert.Neely@noaa.gov; Sheldrake.Sean@epamail.epa.gov;
tomd@ctsi.nsn.us; rose@yakama.com; erin.madden@gmail.com; jay.field@noaa.gov;
Cora.Lori@epamail.epa.gov; Ader.Mark@epamail.epa.gov; audiehuber@ctuir.com;
Lisa.Bluelake@grandronde.org; sheila@ridolfi.com; Benjamin Shorr; LavelleJM@cdm.com;
Mary.Baker@noaa.gov; Michael.Karnosh@grandronde.org; FARRER David G;
dallen@stratusconsulting.com; jpeers@stratusconsulting.com; Bob Dexter; cunninghame@gorge.net;
JMalek@parametrix.com; nancy.munn@noaa.gov; jweis@hk-law.com; Brad Hermanson;
frenchrd@cdm.com; ryan@davissudbury.com; Stephen_Zylstra@fws.gov; Smith.Judy@epamail.epa.gov;
CClaytor@parametrix.com; Genevieve.Angle@noaa.gov; TARNOW Karen E; Jessica.Winter@noaa.gov
Cc: PUGH Mark
Subject: Draft Source Control Decision for BES Water Lab
 
Good morning, everyone!
This is a head’s-up notice that DEQ plans to submit a draft Source Control Decision (SCD) to EPA for
review & comment on the City of Portland Water Pollution Control Lab (WPCL) in the next 2 weeks. 
Our SCD will be that the site has been adequately characterized…, & that the soil cleanup actions &
stormwater management actions are effective…, & that the site does not pose a significant current
or reasonably likely future threat to the river.  We will ask EPA for a 30-day review period on the
SCD document.  I will send another e-mail out to everyone when we send the SCD document to EPA. 
At that time…, & if you are interested…, please reply & we can send you the SCD document for your
review.
 
The WPCL is located at RM 6 east beneath the St Johns Bridge, where we hold the PH Community
Advisory Group meetings.  In my next email, I’ll briefly summarize site history & environmental
investigations, cleanups, & conditions.
 
Jim Anderson 
Manager, DEQ Portland Harbor Section 
ph: 503.229.6825 
fax: 503.229.6899 



cell: 971.563.1434
 


